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Message from the President

Happy New Year!  Well, better late than never!  For me, the holidays are somewhat of a blur.  For some reason this year seems busier than previous years – I guess I’m getting older and slowing down.  The good news is interview season is over, and we can finally take a deep breath!  Our rank lists have been entered and certified, and the ABSITE has come and gone.  I had a PIF to complete for my colorectal program in the midst of everything, along with faculty recruiting, preparation for the ARCS meeting and our Mock Orals Exams are around the corner.  Soon, our chief residents will begin completing the American Board of Surgery application.  I am anxiously awaiting the results of the Match.  What a nice surprise that the ABSITE results were back so soon.  In a few short weeks, I’ll be packing up and heading off to Washington, DC for the 2007 ARCS Spring conference.  I can’t believe that it’s been almost a year since we were in Tucson.  A number of our friends have left or retired, and we have a number of new surgical coordinators to welcome this year.  I hope you will join the Steering Committee at the New Coordinator’s Workshop Meet and Greet on Wednesday, April 11th starting at 2:00pm.  At this time, everyone should have received the 2007 Program and registration for the meeting.  If you have not received these materials, you can access them at the APDS.org website. 
I have received a lot of e-mails this year from many of you whom I have not had the opportunity to meet at prior conferences.  I have also received a number of e-mails from new coordinators requesting assistance with learning their job.  My hope is that I have the opportunity to meet many of you in Washington. 
See you soon and take care.    
Ava Fulbright, BA, C-TAGME

President, 2006-2007

The 2007 spring meeting of the APDS/ARCS will be held April 10-14, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency in Washington, DC.  Further information can be found on the APDS website at www.apds.org. 

ARCS 20th Anniversary Dinner  

By now, you should have received an invitation to the ARCS 20th Anniversary Dinner.  If you plan to attend, you must RSVP to Barbara Carter at  bcarter@siumed.edu  prior to April 6th, 2007 to ensure you receive your banquet ticket at registration.  If you do not RSVP by April 6th  you will not receive a ticket.  After five attire please!
Calling all Coordinators – 

                   Community, University, and Military 

Barbara Carter, Carolyn Burris, and I will be hosting the ARCS session for Community, Military, and University Programs on Wednesday, April 11, 2007 at 4pm.  Please refer to the program booklet for location of this session.  The focus of this workshop will be to celebrate the commonalities and the differences and to share expertise, knowledge, and work product with each other.  Who knows, maybe your work product will help other coordinators?  Maybe your suggestion will be all that is needed for someone to finish that never ending project they have been working on for months.  Maybe your great idea can be turned into an innovative idea with a little help from your friends at ARCS.   

Work product can be a brochure, an orientation packet, an evaluation form, an interview packet, or anything that you have created and are presently using in your residency program.   

Keep in mind this is not a lecture but a session that will give coordinators the opportunity to network with others, discuss issues, and share their accomplishments! 

We look forward to seeing you in April.   

Kim Agretto, C-TAGME-Community    

Barbara Carter, C-TAGME-University 

Carolyn Burris, C-TAGME-Military

Membership Updates

Reminder – please take a moment to review your name and address in the ARCS website and e-mail me at jeannine.stpierre@umassmed.edu with any changes.  A membership listing will be available at the ARCS registration desk during the conference to review and verify your information.  It is important to review and update your information on a regular basis.  

Jeannine St. Pierre 
Not a member of ARCS?

It’s not too late to submit your application to become a member of ARCS.  The ARCS is supported by the Association of Program Directors in Surgery (APDS). To become a member of ARCS, you must be an Associate Member of the APDS.

To apply for membership, submit a letter of request along with your curriculum vitae and a letter of support from your Program Director to the address below:


APDS/ARCS Headquarters Office


6400 Goldsboro Road, Suite 450


Bethesda, MD 20817-5846

Applications received by March 19th will be reviewed and voted on by the Executive Committee of the APDS at the April meeting. New members will receive notification upon approval of membership along with an invoice for the annual membership fee.  The next opportunity to be considered for membership will be when the APDS Executive Board convenes at the fall planning meeting during the American College of Surgeons meeting in October of this year. 
As an Associate Member of APDS and a member of ARCS, you are entitled to a discounted registration fee for the Spring meeting. You will also receive a subscription to the Journal of Surgical Education.  This new name replaces the former Current Surgery title.  Remember, the journal now has a dedicated column with articles written by surgery residency coordinators.

Membership in this organization is one way to identify yourself as a graduate medical education training professional. It is also the first step toward becoming a member of the Steering Committee, where you can play an active role in shaping our organization.

We look forward to adding new members every year. So, if you have been thinking about joining, we hope you will do so now.  The Steering Committee looks forward to introducing our new members at the Spring meeting.  Judy Olenwine, MS 

ARCS Mentorship Program

A lot of anxiety comes with any new job and this is especially true of a new residency program coordinator.  You have to become familiar with all the rules and regulations of your own institution as well as the multitude of ACGME and RRC requirements.  The purpose of the mentorship program of ARCS is to match new coordinators (less than three years in their position) with seasoned coordinators who can walk them through the maze that is a residency program.  Your mentor is there to answer your questions, listen to your concerns, and reassure you that you can do this job. 

If you would like to have a mentor please contact me via e-mail at judy.craig@utsouthwestern.edu  or by phone at 214-648-3515.  A mentor/mentee sign up sheet will be available at the registration table during the ARCS conference.  The feedback I have received from previous matches is that the mentoring program is very beneficial and a lot of long-term friendships have been established.   Judy Craig, C-TAGME
Dinner with Friends

Please make plans to join members of the ARCS Steering Committee to dine out in D.C.  Members of the Committee will be making dinner reservations at local restaurants and we want you to join us!  This will be a great opportunity for you to meet other coordinators and network. Be sure to sign-up at the registration table if you want to join the group for dinner.  The number of people that sign up, will determine how many groups we will divide into. We will be sure that any restaurant we select will take reservations, accept credit cards, and be willing to divide the bill for each of our expense accounts. We hope to have a great turn out! 
Gretchen Schulz, C-TAGME, President – Elect

Jeannine St. Pierre 
Coordinator Jeopardy is Back!

One of the best workshops last year!  This is Jeopardy!  The 2nd Annual Coordinators Jeopardy will be held on Friday, April 13, 2007 at 3:15 pm in Washington, DC.  

Do you have what it takes to beat the reigning champions from the Central team? Categories this year will include Grey's Anatomy and Charlotte's Web to mention a few.  This is a great way to sharpen your skills.  Everyone is encouraged to participate.  Contestants must be 18 years or older and should email me at camerj@mmc.org with their name, program name, type of program and geographic region. The deadline to sign up is March 30th.  I look forward to hearing from you.  

June Cameron, BA, C-TAGME 
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Certification




Certification assessment is being given on Wednesday, April 11, 2007 from 1-6pm.  Refer to the hotel notification system for location.  All candidates must bring their registration receipt and copies of the current IR, CPR and General Surgery PR with them to the assessment site.  Please contact Linda Billingsley at lbillingsley@swmail.sw.org with any questions you may have. 
Workshop on Writing Skills
If you are planning to attend the writing workshop session consider bringing an example of something you have written – a letter or paragraph from your handbook or an idea for the Journal of Surgical Education or, e-mail your example to rhn@buffalo.edu.  Do not include any identifying information.  This workshop is designed to be interactive. 

Rooming Buddies 

It’s not too late to be thinking about attending the 2007 APDS/ARCS Spring Meeting being held at the Hyatt Regency in Washington DC.  With budget cuts it can become difficult for some coordinators to attend our meeting. If funding is an issue at your institution then sharing expenses on lodging could be the answer.

Expenses aside, not everyone enjoys staying in a room by themselves in a strange city; some of you just may prefer to have a roommate.  Especially if you are a newer coordinator, this is a great way to develop a lasting friendship and have a companion for sightseeing while in a new city.

If you have a limited travel budget or if you would just like to have a rooming buddy contact Barbara Carter at bcarter@siumed.edu.  Feel free to include some information on your personal interests and background if you wish.  Barbara Carter, C-TAGME
Sunshine Committee

There are times in all of our lives where a “thinking of you” note or card would be appreciated. If you are aware of a fellow coordinator who is ill, lost a loved one, needs cheering up, or is going through a tough time, let us know.  Also, if you hear of one of our cohorts who has received a promotion or award with respect to her/his position as a residency coordinator, we would like to acknowledge the accomplishment.  

Please let the Sunshine Committee know the name, address and the reason for the card.  Contact Barbara Carter at bcarter@siumed.edu and the Sunshine Committee will try to brighten the day. Barbara Carter, C-TAGME
ARCS Registration
ARCS registration will open at 1:30pm on Wednesday, April 11th outside of the New Coordinators Workshop. Additional registration will take place on Thursday, April 12th starting at 7:00 am and again on Friday, April 13th at 7:00 am.  You will collect your ARCS 20th Anniversary bag, handouts, evaluations, name badge, banquet ticket (if you sent your RSVP) and ARCS Certificate of Attendance at that time.  A box and forms to write questions you would like answered or ideas for future meetings will be available at registration for the Open Mic scheduled for Saturday morning.  
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